


Proposal to Change Graduation Honors 
 
The current standards for graduation honors are as follows: 
 
Honors Designation Required Overall GPA 
Summa Cum Laude 3.90 
Magna Cum Laude 3.70 
Cum Laude 3.50 
 
The proposed standards for graduation honors are as follows: 
 
Honors Designation Required Overall GPA 
Summa Cum Laude 3.90 
Magna Cum Laude 3.75 
Cum Laude 3.60 
 
 
The Registrar will implement these changes for all students in December 2018.   



Report	
  of	
  the	
  Graduation	
  Honors	
  Subcommittee	
  
	
  
Dr.	
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  and	
  Consumer	
  Sciences)	
  
Dr.	
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  Karahanna	
  (Terry	
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Dr.	
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  Mauricio	
  (Franklin	
  College)	
  
	
  
The	
  current	
  GPA	
  standards	
  for	
  graduation	
  honors	
  have	
  resulted	
  in	
  a	
  significant	
  increase	
  in	
  
students	
  receiving	
  Latin	
  honors	
  at	
  graduation,	
  particularly	
  for	
  students	
  graduating	
  magna	
  
cum	
  laude	
  and	
  cum	
  laude.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
Number	
  of	
  degrees	
  conferred	
  with	
  honors,	
  1999-­‐2012	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
FY 

	
  
cum 

laude 

magna 
cum 

laude 

summa 
cum 

laude 

	
  
	
  

Total 

Total # 
Degr 
Conf 

	
  
	
  
% Honors 

1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
2008 
2009 
2010 
2011 
2012 

553 
607 
597 
754 
810 
843 
970 
918 

1,037 
1,139 
1,139 
1,189 
1,178 
1,354 

374 
380 
445 
565 
560 
689 
747 
806 
838 
851 
807 
899 
949 

1,003 

141 
173 
197 
187 
261 
285 
303 
375 
401 
369 
361 
323 
273 
326 

1,068 
1,160 
1,239 
1,506 
1,631 
1,817 
2,020 
2,099 
2,276 
2,359 
2,307 
2,411 
2,400 
2,683 

5,270 
4,926 
4,879 
5440 

5,756 
5,786 
6,173 
6038 

6,169 
6,367 
6,299 
6463 

6,822 
6,791 

20.3% 
23.5% 
25.4% 
27.7% 
28.3% 
31.4% 
32.7% 
34.8% 
36.9% 
37.1% 
36.6% 
37.3% 
35.2% 
39.5% 

14-yr 
total 

13,088 
48.5% 

9,913 
36.7% 

3,975 
14.7% 

26,976 	
  

	
  
We	
  acknowledge	
  that	
  the	
  increase	
  in	
  graduation	
  honors	
  is	
  likely	
  the	
  result	
  of	
  an	
  increase	
  in	
  
the	
  academic	
  quality	
  of	
  the	
  students.	
  However,	
  we	
  argue	
  that	
  increases	
  in	
  quality	
  should	
  be	
  
reflected	
  by	
  increases	
  in	
  standards	
  in	
  order	
  for	
  graduation	
  with	
  honors	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  meaningful	
  
distinction.	
  
	
  
In	
  order	
  to	
  assess	
  the	
  effects	
  of	
  a	
  change	
  in	
  the	
  GPA	
  cutoffs	
  for	
  graduation	
  honors,	
  the	
  
Registrar’s	
  office	
  ran	
  the	
  following	
  scenarios	
  for	
  the	
  7048	
  degrees	
  conferred	
  in	
  2012-­‐2013.	
  
	
  
GPA	
  cutoffs	
   	
  

Summa	
  
	
  
Magna	
  

	
  
Cum	
  

	
  
TOTAL	
  

	
  
Percentage	
  

	
  
Summa	
  

	
  
Magna	
  

	
  
Cum	
  

(1)	
  3.9,	
  3.7,	
  3.5	
  (current)	
   363	
   1087	
   1341	
   2791	
   39.6%	
   5.2%	
   15.4%	
   19.0%	
  
(2)	
  3.9,	
  3.8,	
  3.65	
   363	
   458	
   931	
   1752	
   24.9%	
   5.2%	
   6.5%	
   13.2%	
  
(3)	
  3.9,	
  3.8,	
  3.6	
   363	
   458	
   1245	
   2066	
   29.3%	
   5.2%	
   6.5%	
   17.7%	
  
(4)	
  3.9,	
  3.75,	
  3.65	
   363	
   760	
   629	
   1752	
   24.9%	
   5.2%	
   10.8%	
   8.9%	
  
(5)	
  3.9,	
  3.75,	
  3.6	
   363	
   760	
   943	
   2066	
   29.3%	
   5.2%	
   10.8%	
   13.4%	
  
(6)	
  3.9,	
  3.75,	
  3.55	
   363	
   760	
   1304	
   2427	
   34.4%	
   5.2%	
   10.8%	
   18.5%	
  
	
  
The	
  subcommittee	
  reported	
  that	
  scenarios	
  2,	
  3	
  and	
  5	
  were	
  all	
  viable	
  options,	
  but	
  
recommended	
  that	
  scenario	
  5	
  represented	
  the	
  best	
  option,	
  reflecting	
  a	
  balance	
  between	
  the	
  
percentage	
  of	
  students	
  graduating	
  with	
  honors	
  in	
  1999	
  (20%)	
  and	
  now	
  (40%).	
  Scenario	
  4	
  was	
  
not	
  favored	
  as	
  the	
  percentage	
  graduating	
  magna	
  cum	
  laude	
  exceeds	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  students	
  
graduating	
  cum	
  laude	
  and	
  scenario	
  6	
  decreases	
  the	
  percentage	
  of	
  students	
  graduating	
  magna	
  
cum	
  laude	
  but	
  leaves	
  unchanged	
  the	
  percentage	
  of	
  students	
  graduating	
  cum	
  laude.	
  
	
  




























