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Proposal for Change in an Existing Certificate 

Certificate in Avian Health  
Department of Population Health 
College of Veterinary Medicine 

The University of Georgia 
 

1.  Certificate Change Description 
 

This proposal seeks approval to continue to award the Certificate in Avian Health 100% 
online without the University of Melbourne.  Since the certificate approval on February 2, 2012 
(Appendix 1), it has been co-administered by the Department of Population Health in the College 
of Veterinary Medicine and the Faculty of Veterinary Science, University of Melbourne, 
Australia.  The collaborative agreement between institutions expires March 25, 2015.  The 
University of Melbourne has formally notified the University of Georgia of non-renewal of our 
collaborative agreement and is willing to give UGA jointly created teaching materials to 
continue the certificate.  Under the joint agreement, the admissions process presented obstacles 
which made it cumbersome and expensive for students.  Currently, students are required to apply 
to both universities and meet separate admission requirements for each university, which has 
deterred some potential applicants. 

 
 The mission of this program continues to be to provide an educational opportunity for a 

larger number of veterinarians to specialize in poultry (chicken and turkey) health.   
 
No changes are necessary to UGA admissions requirements, program of study, or 

curriculum.  UGA faculty and facilities are in place to provide all instructional support.  Dr. 
Charles Hofacre is working with UGA Online Learning to facilitate transfer of course materials, 
which currently reside on Melbourne’s servers, to UGA’s eLearning Commons.  UGA Online 
branding is already in progress.   

 
All students will continue to be responsible for making their own financial arrangements.  

However, we have poultry production companies as well as pharmaceutical and vaccine 
companies who have or will finance the cost of educating their own veterinary employees or 
their customers’ veterinarians.  UGA Online Learning is involved with target marketing of the 
certificate to these companies. 

 
 

2.  Certificate Objectives 
 

No changes will be made to the certificate objectives, with the exception of delivery 
without the University of Melbourne. 
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3.  Justification and Need for the Certificate   
 

Societal Needs: The global poultry industry, future growth trends and needs for 
veterinary postgraduate education 

 
 Globally, the poultry industry continues to be the fastest growing of all of the animal-
based agribusinesses, and consumption of chicken meat per head now exceeds 10kg per person 
per year world-wide.  In economically-developed countries, this level of consumption is far 
higher, e.g., poultry meat intake per year in 2015 will average some 35kg per person in Australia 
and up to 50kg in the USA.  Poultry products are therefore a very significant source of intake of 
high-quality (animal) protein in our diets. 
 
 World-wide, of the total of some 87 million tons (MT) of poultry meat projected to be 
produced in 2015, the industries of the economically developed and the developing countries 
produce approximately equal amounts.  Now, however, the poultry industries of those 
economically still-developing countries are producing some 60% of the world total, 
approximately 100.6MT, while by 2030, poultry production from developing countries will 
double that of the developed countries (FAO statistics, Poultry International Jan 2003).  
Increased international movements and trade in poultry products must therefore be an inevitable 
development.   
 
 The Certificate in Avian Health will provide poultry veterinarians operating in these 
countries access to some level of knowledge and training necessary.  This certificate will be 
more accessible due to the fact that students no longer will be required to apply to two 
institutions in different countries. UGA can continue to offer major opportunities to avian 
veterinarians for systematic professional development, while also increasing the quantity and the 
quality, i.e., food safety, of poultry products being consumed in many countries. 
 
 Two students just finished the requirements for the joint certificate.  Three additional 
students have been accepted for fall 2015 admission.  In addition, two additional applicants are 
currently taking required testing to apply for fall 2015 admission.  These enrollment numbers 
indicate UGA can grow the certificate without Melbourne’s involvement.  Since the inception of 
the certificate, application processes for two universities in different countries was a concern for 
many prospective students.     
 
 Because the non-renewal of contract was amiable, we foresee no negative effects from 
the University of Georgia offering the certificate without the University of Melbourne.   
 
4.  Curriculum 
 

No changes to curriculum.  All students enrolled in the UGA home-based certificate 
under the joint agreement took all UGA courses taught by UGA faculty.  From the time the joint 
agreement was implemented and the certificate was first offered, UGA faculty have taught the 
entire certificate to students enrolled through UGA. UGA will be able to continue offering the 
entire certificate after the joint agreement has ended. 
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Curriculum for the Certificate in Avian Health 
 
Semester 1: Poultry Health, Nutrition, Genetics and Husbandry Practices 
 
POPH 7210E 3 credits 
Course Title: Breeder Husbandry and Health 
Description: Understanding the production planning flow of broiler, turkey and layer breeders as this 

impacts on many husbandry related health issues. 
Topics include: Chick placement, brooding and rearing, breeders and fertile eggs, layer hens and table 

eggs, pullet and hen mortality surveys and how to interpret results. 
 
POPH 7220E 3 credits 
Course Title: Incubation Theory, Hatchery Practices, and Poultry Health  
Description: Egg handling and incubation dramatically affect the health and vitality of chicks and 

poultry and understanding proper husbandry will allow the veterinarian to differentiate 
diseases from husbandry malpractice. 

Topics include: Egg collection, pre-incubation, on-farm and hatchery egg coolers, setting, transfer, in ovo 
vaccination, hatch and pull of chicks/poults. 

 
POPH 7230E 3 credits 
Course Title: Poultry Genetics and Nutrition 
Description: Poultry breed selection and breed crosses require specialized nutrition and husbandry. 
Topics include: Mendelian breed selection procedures for leghorn breeds, broiler breeds and turkey 

breeds and the specific mineral, amino acid and vitamins requirements to maximize the 
immune system and health of these birds. 

 
POPH 7414E 3 credits 
Course Title: Poultry Practicum I – Poultry Husbandry 
Description: The student will apply topics of this semester to their country’s poultry husbandry 

practices. 
Topics include: Practical application of breeder husbandry, incubation, genetics and nutrition to be 

included in final thesis. 
 
 
Semester 2: Poultry Disease Pathology 
 
POPH 7310E 9 credits 
Course Title: Poultry Pathology 
Description: Develop a systematic approach to poultry viral disease investigations, appreciative 

pathology in light of normal tissue appearance, development of abilities to systematically 
construct practical differential diagnoses for resolving poultry viral disease problems.  

Topics include: Newcastle Disease, Avian Influenza, Infectious Bronchitis Virus, Infectious Bursal 
Disease Virus, Avian Reovirus, Turkey Coronavirus, and others. 

 
POPH 7418E 3 credits  
Course Title: Poultry Practicum II – Management of Disease 
Description: Develop a systematic approach to poultry bacterial disease investigations, appreciative 

pathology in light of normal tissue appearance, development of abilities to systematically 
construct practical differential diagnoses for resolving poultry bacterial disease problems.  

Topics include: Fowl Cholera, Erysipelas, Pullorum, E. coli, Airsacculitis, and others 
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5. Inventory of UGA Faculty Directly Involved in the Certificate in Avian Health 
Name Title Area of Work 
Steve Collett, DVM, MS 
 

Clinical Assistant 
Professor 

Clinical avian 
medicine 

Karen Grogan, DVM, MAM Part-time Instructor Clinical avian 
medicine 

Monique S. França, DVM, PhD Assistant Professor Avian pathology 
Charles L. Hofacre, DVM, MAM, PhD 
 

Professor and Director of 
Clinical Services 

Clinical avian 
medicine, food safety 
and bacteriology 

C. Stephen Roney, DVM, MAM Clinical Associate 
Professor 

Clinical avian 
medicine 

Holly Sellers, MS, PhD 
 

Professor Clinical avian 
medicine, avian 
virology 

 
 
6. Facilities 
 
 The Poultry Diagnostic and Research Center on College Station Road in Athens will 
continue to house this certificate’s faculty members.   Course material is being transferred from 
the University of Melbourne’s servers to UGA’s eLearning Commons. 
 
 
 
7. Budget 
 
 There will be no additional cost to offer the certificate without the University of 
Melbourne. 
 
 
8. Certificate Inscription Change 
 
 The certificate will be awarded from the University of Georgia only. 
 
 

Appendix Index 

Appendix 1:  Approved Graduate Certificate in Avian Health 

Appendix 2: Termination letter from The University of Melbourne 
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