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The University of Georgia

University Council
Athens, Georgia 30602

October 14, 2016

UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE —2016-2017
Dr. William K. Vencill, Chair
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences — Dr. Elizabeth Little
Arts and Sciences - Dr. Sujata Iyengar (Arts)

Dr. Rodney Mauricio (Sciences)
Business - Dr. Myra L. Moore
Ecology — Dr. Sonia Altizer
Education - Dr. Seock-Ho Kim
Engineering - Dr. Sudhagar Mani
Environment and Design - Mr. David Spooner
Family and Consumer Sciences - Dr. Patricia Hunt-Hurst
Forestry and Natural Resources - Dr. John C. Maerz
Journalism and Mass Communication - Dr. Alison F. Alexander
Law - Ms. Elizabeth Weeks Leonard
Pharmacy — Dr. Robin Southwood
Public and International Affairs - Dr. Robert Grafstein
Public Health — Dr. Anne Marie Zimeri
Social Work - Dr. David O. Okech
Veterinary Medicine - Dr. Kira L. Epstein
Graduate School - Dr. Timothy L. Foutz
Ex-Officio - Provost Pamela S. Whitten
Undergraduate Student Representative — Ms. Gabrielle Roth
Graduate Student Representative — Ms. Ashley E. Fallaize

Dear Colleagues:

The attached proposal for a new Health Informatics Institute will be an agenda item for the October 21, 2016,
Full University Curriculum Committee meeting:

Sincerely,

(Wthom K Ui

William K. Vencill, Chair
University Curriculum Committee

(ool Provost Pamela S. Whitten
Dr. Rahul Shrivastav

Executive Committee, Benefits Committee, Committee on Facilities, Committee on Intercollegiate Athletics, Committee on Statutes, Bylaws, and Committees,
Committee on Student Affairs, Curriculum Committee, Educational Affairs Committee, Faculty Admissions Committee,
Faculty Affairs Committee, Faculty Grievance Committee, Faculty Post-Tenure Review Appeals Committee,
Faculty,/ Staf Parking Appeals Committee, Strategic Planning Committee, University Libraries Committee, University Promotion and Tenure Appeals Committee
An Equal Opportunity /Affirmative Action Institution
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The University of Georgia

College of Public Health
Office of the Dean
September 23, 2016

Pamela S. Whitten, Ph.D.
Provost and Senior VP for Academic Affairs
University of Georgia

Dear Provost Whitten,

With this note we submit our completed proposal to establish an interdisciplinary Health Informatics Institute
(HI) at UGA. The proposal has developed positively since | sent a draft two weeks ago. It still focuses on
three areas of opportunity for UGA: Public Health Informatics, Health Care Informatics, and Health Systems
Modeling, but with more detail about our resources, intentions and alliances.

We seek approval for the Institute as a structure for teaching and research in health informatics. With the two
faculty funded by the hiring initiative and a third new hire this fall, we already have the professors needed to
teach the new courses, and their terms of employment include the creation of new health informatics
coursework. In fact, some new course proposals have already been submitted to Curriculum Systems. With
those courses in place and the Institute approved, we intend to submit a full curriculum proposal as early as
next semester to the Graduate School and the UGA Curriculum Committee. Many of the additional courses
needed already exist on campus. This combination of resources could allow the new program to commence as
early as Fall 2017.

As | mentioned before, we met with Don Leo and the founders of the Georgia Institutes of Informatics. They
agree that our program would fit very well as one of their affiliated institutes. This relationship is addressed in
Section 11 of the proposal.

We have now also worked closely with Jessie Kissinger, Director of the Institute for Bioinformatics (I0OB), to
understand how our programs are differentiated but will still support each other.  In fact, the positive
discussion of 10B and HII in the report (Section 4 paragraphs 3-5) was reviewed and revised by Dr. Kissinger.

Another very positive development is our deepening collaboration with the Medical Partnership. Meetings
with Shelley Nuss and some of her faculty confirm that they will contribute to the Institute's efforts in the
health care informatics direction (Section 12.1) and that they see the Institute as a positive path for increased
interaction with UGA programs.

We continue to believe that UGA has an opportunity now not only to join the many other universities in the
region and nation with established programs in the health informatics field but also to do so in a way that will
bring UGA early recognition for its innovation and impact.

Sincerely,

Phillip L. Williams, Ph.D.
Dean

PLW/dsh

105 Spear Road  Athens, Georgia 30602
Telephone 706.542.0939 Fax 706.542.6730 Internet: www.uga.edu/publichealth
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution
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The University of Georgia

Department of Computer Science

06 October 2016

Phillip L. Williams, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Public Health
University of Georgia

Rhodes Hall - HSC

Re: Proposed establishment of a Health Informatics Institute (HII)
Dear Dr. Whitten and members of the University Curriculum Committee,

[ write as the Department Head of the Computer Science Department at UGA in support of the proposal
to establish the UGA Health Informatics Institute (HII) at the University of Georgia, submitted by Dean
Phillip Williams of the College of Public Health. Health informatics is a rapidly expanding field with
significant opportunity for UGA in terms of research funding opportunities and providing coursework and
experience of value to a growing number of students with interests in this field.

Informatics has become increasingly important in many disciplines at UGA, and the University Council
recently approved the creation of the Georgia Informatics Institute(GII) for Research and Education to
encourage and coordinate the development of new programs in the field. We believe that the
interdisciplinary Health Informatics Institute should be one of those new programs. Its emphasis on the
use of informatics tools and data to assess and improve the health care system, human population health
and the capabilities of medical professionals will position UGA correctly for expanded success in these
areas.

In April 2016, the University Council has approved the Computer Science Undergraduate Certificate in
Applied Data Science and a series of courses in Data Science. | expect that this certificate and the courses
will greatly benefit the proposed Institute. In addition, a good number of Computer Science Faculty and
students have strong interest in working with the proposed Health Informatics Institute and some have
already strong collaboration with faculty in the health Sciences.

We anticipate involvement from our Department in the activities of the Institute that draw together faculty
and students to share research perspectives and build research collaborations in Health Informatics. We
also will participate in the effort now underway to establish an interdisciplinary curriculum for students in
the Health Informatics field.

In summary, I support the formation of the Health Informatics Institute to help us better realize
educational and research goals in a field of growing interest to our program and to the university.

Sincerely,

Thiab Taha/Professor & Head of Computer Science Department

415 Boyd Graduate Studies Rescarch Center  Athens, Georgia 30602-7404  Telephone 706-542-2911 © Fax 706-542-2966
An Equal Opportunity /Affirmative Action/Veteran/Disability Institution














