




NAME CHANGE JUSTIFICATION FORM 

School/College Name: College of Education  

Department Name: Educational Theory and Practice 

Program Name Change: 

Current Program Name:         Proposed Program Name:  
Middle School Education Program    Middle Grades Education Program  

Major Name Changes:  

Current Major Name:       Degree   Proposed Major Name:      Degree  
_Middle School Education____              B.S.Ed.  _Middle Grades Education      B.S.Ed.  
_Middle School Education____              M.A.T.   _Middle Grades Education                M.A.T. 
_Middle School Education____              M.Ed.   _Middle Grades Education                M.Ed. 
_Middle School Education____              M.Ed. (Online) _Middle Grades Education                M.Ed. (Online) 
_Middle School Education____              Ed.S.   _Middle Grades Education                Ed.S. 
 
Prefix Changes:  

Current  Department:    Proposed  Department: 
Prefix:        Prefix  
EDMS  Middle School Education  EDMG   Middle Grades Education  

 

JUSTIFICATION:  

(See attached)  

 



NAME CHANGE JUSTIFICATION  
 
We seek to change the name of our program from Middle School Education (EDMS) to Middle Grades 
Education (EDMG) in order to (1) better reflect the mission of our program and (2) be aligned with the 
current terminology used in our field. 
 
(1)  The Middle School Education program name is a misnomer. Our program focuses on meeting the 
needs of young adolescents in grades 4-8, and prepares teachers for those grade levels. However, the 
name “middle school” is typically used to refer to school buildings that house students in grades 6-8. 
Thus, the program’s current name does not accurately reflect our work, which includes the preparation of 
teachers for upper elementary grades (4th and 5th). As we seek to recruit and prepare students who are 
interested in teaching both upper elementary and middle school students, changing our name to Middle 
Grades Education will more accurately reflect our focus. 
 
(2)  We seek to change the name of our program in order to stay current in our field. The Association of 
Middle Level Education, the professional organization for our field, specifically focuses on students ages 
10-15 (a focus on 4th-9th grades). Further, the following Georgia institutions with similar programs use the 
name Middle Grades Education: 

Armstrong State University 
Brenau University 
Columbus State University 
Georgia College 
Georgia Regents University 
Georgia Southern: Middle Grades Education 
Georgia State University (Middle Level Education) 
Middle Georgia State College 
Piedmont College 
The University of West Georgia 
Tift College 
University of North Georgia 
University of West Georgia   
Valdosta State University 

  
 

 




