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Office of the Vice President for Instruction

March 13, 2007

UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE — 2006-2007
Dr. William K. Vencill, Chair
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences - Dr. Amy B. Batal
Arts and Sciences - Dr. Charles L. Platter (Arts)

Dr. Rodney Mauricio (Sciences)
Business - Dr. Stephen P. Baginski
Education - Dr. Todd D. Dinkelman
Environment and Design - Mr. Scott S. Weinberg
Family and Consumer Sciences - Dr. Jan M. Hathcote
Forestry and Natural Resources - Dr. David H. Newman
Journalism and Mass Communication - Dr. Wendy A. Macias
Law -Mr. David E. Shipley
Pharmacy - Dr. Keith N. Herist
Public and International Affairs - Dr. Jeffrey D. Berejikian
Public Health — Dr. Stephen L. Rathbun
Social Work - Dr. Patricia M. Reeves
Veterinary Medicine - Dr. Paige Carmichael
Graduate School - Dr. Malcolm R. Adams
Undergraduate Student Representative — Ms. Alison Gibbons
Graduate Student Representative — Ms. Lindsey Scott

Dear Colleagues:

The attached proposal to change the name of the Department of Germanic and Slavic Languages to the
Department of Germanic and Slavic Studies will be an agenda item for the March 23, 2007, Full
University Curriculum Committee meeting.

Sincerely,

Dr. William K. Vencill, Chair
University Curriculum Committee

cc: Dr. Amett C. Mace, Jr.
Professor Jere W. Morehead

Franklin House ¢ Athens, Georgia 30602
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution



L Dean Hugh Ruppersburg
Franklin College of Arts and Sciences
Hd College

University of Georgia

Campus

Farwwary 17, 2067

Dear Hugh:
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Attached please find a ) wm ywith attachments for the proposed

naine change of the department into Department of Germanie & Slgow Stusdies, My understanding is

ne Change Justification [

that this will have to go through the University Curriculum Committee and, as you poinled cut
recuntly, their deadline for the year is coming up. For that reasony, | would much ap

praciate i, it this

could be expedited, so that the curricutum committee will have it in hand prior to the deadline.
Thank vou.

Best regards,
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Martin Kagel
Department Head

Fosepl B Brown bl




NAME CHANGE JUSTIFICATION FORM

L. School/College
Name:

Proposed

Name:

Department Name Changes:

Current Departiment Name: Proposed Department Name:
Germanic & Slavie Lanpuages Germanic & Slavic Studies

Major Name Changes:
Cwrrent Major Name: Degree Proposed Major Name: Degree

Minor Name Change:
Current Minor Name: Degree Proposed Minor Name: Degree

Prefix Changes:
A prefix change package should be submitted after the name change has been approved.

Current Depariment Proposed Department
Prefix Prefix

JUSTIFICATION:
Attach a page justifving changes.

SIGNATURIES:

School/College:
/W/ 202 7

Department: :
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Aftachuent: Justification For the Proposed Name Change

Over the past twenty vears the study and teaching of German and Russian in the United
States has undergone a significant transformation. Under the premise that a conceptual
|

1 L

1

understanding of culture and cultural difference was essential for the grasp of histor

o)

phenomena, including Hteratore and languaye, German and Russion scholars in the U5, be
widen the scope of scholarly inguiry with regard to interpretive approaches and be more inclustve

as to potential objects of study to include popular or mass culture, This cultural furn was based on
the faculties’ desire for increased relevance and greater apph‘ cability of what was rescarched and
taught, partially in response to students’ demands. Overall, it opened up a new range of possible

rescarch areas, topics, and forms of investigation,

As the perspective changed from clearly delimited disciplinary boundaries Lo adopting

interdisciplinary and a:c.mipamti veapproaches, a commondisciplinary orientation (philologyy and

a privileged object of study {the German or Russian literary canon) lost its dominance and was

replaced by the study of (;fzrman or Russian from multiple disciplinary perspectives. As a result,
the traditional study of literature and language in an established framework of literary and social
history had to make room for scholarship more diverse in perspective and outlook, which came
t¢ be known under a new disciplinary designation: Gerammn or Russian Studies

""" The transtormation outlined above brought with it a nunmber of significant consequences,
including the development of entively new curricule, a designation of new degrees, and a different
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scholarly orientation. In line with this development, the Department of Germanic & Slavic Languages

at ﬂ'}(} Ui.\i".’if rsity af (mowm under touI\ P mdu al curricalum retorm of the German mdf‘«-; aduatf&

ﬁ*ﬂtimlv, and mat.l‘;r(%llmnis for ih'e major chmwed. ‘i‘fhe Russ‘ian program [ ‘13 YW r;,‘c_{ suiii, oW
offering courses in Russian and Slavic culture side by side with the more traditional curriculurm,
A further revision invelved the German Master’s program. Both programs also hired faculty that
could teach film in addition to literature and language.

We are asking for approval to rename the departinent into Departipent of Germmaiic & Slae
Studies to reflect this change. The departmental faculty voted overwhelmingly in favor of the
proposed name change on October 20, 2006, The recorded vote was 9 veas, 2 nays, and 1

abstention. In the opinfon of the majority of the department, the name change represents a final

340

step in the process of the revision of the program, allowing us to show that our {ield encompass

s

more than the study of language and literature. 1tis also entively in line with developments inthe
field, as there already exist a number of departments nationwide that call themselves German or

Russian studies departments (a listing of sample departments is attached).



Department Name

Denartrnent of Russian and Eastern Suropean Studies

niversity : Department of Germanic and Slavic Studies

.

st Carpting University Russian Studies

Germanic Studies
{avic and Burssian Studies

y

Universily of Arizong Department of German Studies
The University of Chicago Depariment of Germanic Studies
University of New York Russian and Slavic Studies

University of California, San Diege Department of German Studies
' Department of Russian and Soviet Studies

University of California, bvine Departrmerfof Russian Studies
University of Calffornia, Sania Barbera Germanic, Slavic and Semitic Studies
University of California, Riverside German Studies

indiana Universily Garmanic Studies

Russian and East European frea Studies



