




Proposal for the Formation of the Department of Population Health 
 
The College of Veterinary Medicine proposes to change the name of the Department of Avian 
Medicine to Population Health.  The College also proposes that 3 other units be included with 
Avian Medicine in the Department of Population Health.   
 
The Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study is a group of faculty and staff devoted to 
the management and study of diseases afflicting wildlife populations in 15 states and in Puerto 
Rico.  The Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study is not an academic department; 
rather, the faculty members within it have academic appointments in basic science departments 
in the College (Veterinary Pathology and Infectious Diseases).  This proposal will allow all of 
the faculty members within the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study to be in one 
department in which the mission is the study of animal populations.  This unit has a small 
amount of instructional responsibility.  The unit will continue to use the VETM or IDIS course 
prefixes until this new department is formed and the faculty members decide if they wish to 
establish a prefix for the wildlife group, or establish one for the new department that all units will 
use.  A letter of support from the director of this unit, Dr. John Fischer, is attached. 
 
The Food Animal Health Management Program is comprised currently of faculty in the 
department of Large Animal Medicine.  These faculty members are located in Athens and in 
Tifton Georgia.  This proposal will combine the faculty members whose mission is teaching, 
research, and service for populations of animals intended for food and fiber production.  The 
courses these faculty members teach will continue to carry the LAMS prefix until the new 
department is formed and the faculty members decide if they wish to establish a prefix for the 
food animal group, or establish one for the new department that all units will use.  A letter of 
support from the Large Animal Medicine department head, Dr. Andrew Parks, is attached. 
 
The veterinarians devoted to Laboratory Animal Medicine in the College of Veterinary Medicine 
and elsewhere on campus are faculty members in the College of Veterinary Medicine, but do not 
have an academic appointment within a department.  It is proposed that these faculty members 
join the department of Population Health.  The courses offered by these faculty members 
currently use the VETM prefix.  These courses will continue to carry this prefix until the new 
department is formed and the faculty members decide if they wish to establish a prefix for the lab 
animal group, or establish one for the new department that all units will use.  A letter of support 
from the Assistant Vice President for Animal Care and Use, Dr. Christopher King, is attached. 
 
The Poultry Diagnostic and Research Center is a unit within the department of Avian Medicine.  
This proposal will not change the overall administrative structure of this unit, and the prefix for 
courses will remain AVMD until this new department is formed and the faculty members decide 
if they wish to keep the prefix for the poultry group, or establish one for the new department that 
all units will use.  A letter of support from the department head and director of this unit, Dr. John 
Glisson, is attached. 
 
The Population Health department shall consist of a department head and four unit heads that 
report directly to the department head. The department head is responsible for the professional 
and graduate training programs, research programs, and the service obligations of the 



department. Faculty and staff in each unit report directly to their unit director. The service 
responsibilities will be delegated to the unit directors. The unit directors within the department 
are: 
 

1. Director of the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study 
2. Director of the Poultry Diagnostic and Research Center 
3. Director of Food Animal Health Management Program  
4. Director of Laboratory Animal Medicine 

 
The formation of this department is timely because it will combine faculty devoted to the study 
of animal populations and the diseases transmissible between these animal populations and 
humans.  It is anticipated that these faculty members will collaborate with those in the College of 
Public Health.  They also will serve as mentors for the students enrolled in the recently proposed 
DVM/MPH dual degree program. 
 
Procedures followed 
 
This proposal is being submitted after one year of discussion and deliberation within the College.  
Two external review teams visited the College on two different occasions to review our 
administrative structure.  Both committees endorsed the formation of this department.  After 
further discussion a College-wide vote was taken for the proposed academic department.  The 
College-wide results as well as the vote of affected faculty were reported separately. 
 
PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF POPULATION MEDICINE  
 
All College tenure track and clinical track faculty  
       86 yes,       15 no,      0 abstain PASS  
Affected population medicine subgroup tenure track and clinical track faculty  
       11 yes,        5 no,       0 abstain PASS  
Affected Avian Medicine subgroup tenure track and clinical track faculty  
       10 yes,        2 no,       0 abstain PASS  
 
After the passing vote, the faculty members who will be in the proposed department voted to 
name the proposed department Population Health. 
 
The College submits its recommendation to change the name of the Avian Medicine department 
to Population Health, and to include within it the Food Animal Health Management Program, the 
Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study and the Laboratory Animal Medicine 
veterinarians. 
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