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The University of Georgia

University Council
Athens, Georgia 30602

November 21, 2008

UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE - 2008-2009
Mr. David E. Shipley, Chair
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences - Dr. Timothy L. Foutz
Arts and Sciences - Dr. Richard E. Siegesmund (Arts)

Dr. Rodney Mauricio (Sciences)
Business - Dr. James S. Linck
Ecology - Dr. James W. Porter
Education - Dr. Yvette Q. Getch
Environment and Design - Mr. Scott S. Weinberg
Family and Consumer Sciences - Dr. Jan M. Hathcote
Forestry and Natural Resources - Dr. Ronald L. Hendrick
Journalism and Mass Communication - Dr. Wendy A. Macias
Law — No representative
Pharmacy - Dr. Keith N. Herist
Public and [nternational Affairs - Dr. Anthony M. Bertelli
Public Health — Dr. Phaedra S. Corso
Social Work - Dr. Patricia M. Reeves
Veterinary Medicine - Dr. K. Paige Carmichael
Graduate School - Dr. Malcolm R. Adams
Undergraduate Student Representative - Ms. Jamie Beggerly
Graduate Student Representative — Ms. Amrita Veliyath

Dear Colleagues:

The attached proposal to terminate the major in English under the Master of Arts in Teaching degree
(M.A.T.) will be an agenda item for the December 5, 2008, Full University Curriculum Committee
meeting.
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David E. Shipley, Chair
University Curriculum Committee

ce: Dr. Arnett C. Mace. Jr.
Professor Jere W. Morehead

Executive Committee, Benefits Committee, Committee on Facilities, Committee on Intercollegiate Athletics, Committee on Statutes, Bylaws, and Committees,
Committee on Student Affairs, Curricullum Committee, Educational Aftairs Committee, Faculty Admissions Committee,
Faculty Affairs Committee, Faculty Grievance Comimittee, Faculty Post-Tenure Review Appeals Committee,
Faculty/ Staft Parking Appeals Committee, Strategic Planning Committee, University Libraries Comnuttee, University Promotion and Tenure Appeals Committee
An Equal Opportunity /Aftirmative Action Institution



Petition to Terminate the Graduate Degree of Master of Arts in Teaching

I. Basic Information

1.

2.

Institution: University of Georgia

School/Colleges: The Graduate School, The Franklin College of Arts and
Sciences :

Department: English

Program Degree: MAT (Master of Arts in Teaching)

Termination

Last date students will be admitted to this program: January 2007
Last date students will graduate from this progranf December 2007

Abstract of terminated program

The MAT degree was intended to help existing teachers improve their content-
area knowledge and prepare for Board Certification, and to further prepare
prospective teachers who would then seek teacher certification by other means. It
was never intended to provide teacher certification, as our department is not
equipped to oversee student teaching, For this reason, enrollment has always
been low; we have had only 6 graduates in the past five years, and this past year
we had only 5 applicants and admitted nobody. Our last MAT student graduated
in December 2007. In addition, the Board of Regents recently decided that all
MAT degrees must involve teacher certification. For these reasons, we have
decided to terminate our MAT degree. '

Signatures

DepartmentHead

Afdyuosslocer

Dean of the Franklin College
of Argsand Sciences . '

—

Dean of the Graduate School




11. Conditions for Terminating the Degree

1. Copies of the studies and decisions that warrant termination of the degree.
Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia Education Preparation
Academic Advisory Committee (EPAAC) MAT Committee report (attached)

[\

Reasons for terminating the degree.

The MAT degree was intended to help existing teachers improve their content-
area knowledge and prepare for Board Certification, and to further prepare
prospective teachers who would then seek teacher certification by other means. [t
was never intended to provide teacher certification, as our department is not
equipped to oversee student teaching. For this reason, enrollment has always
been low; we have had only 6 graduates in the past five years, and this past year
we had only 5 applicants and admitted nobody. We currently have no students
enrolled in the degree program. Our last MAT student graduated in December
2007. In addition, the Board of Regents recently decided that all MAT degrees
must involve teacher certification. For these reasons, we have decided to
terminate our MAT degree.

Plans for aliowing those students already in the program to complete degree
requirements.
N/A: we currently have no enrolled MAT students.

(98]

4. What will be done to minimize the impact of termination of the degree upon the
personal and professional lives of the faculty involved?
N/A: very little faculty time has been devoted to this program, as we have
historically enrolled so few students.

5. What will be done to insure that termination of the program does not weaken
other programs for which the department may be responsible?
Nothing: the strength of our other programs has never depended on our MAT
degree.

6. There are no plans for subsequent reinstatement; the Master of Education Degree
available through the College of Education will serve the needs of all students
who might have sought the MAT degree from the English Department.



