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UGA center would not only be located in this rich area but would also be located in close 
proximity to historical sites of struggles for human rights from which to engage in necessary 
inquiry for human justice.  Further, given the historical prominence of Georgia in the Civil 
Rights Movement, UGA seems particularly well suited for such a Center. By promoting the 
UGA SSW world-class status in research, teaching, and community service in social justice 
and human rights, the Center will fulfill one of the central goals of both the SSW and the 
University’s strategic plans. 
 
Academic institutions have increasingly recognized the significance of civil and human rights 
doctrine and the corresponding growth in scholarship have led to a diversification of human 
rights theory, which will be reflected in the Center’s activities and appointments.  For 
example, human rights theory has now been expanded to include health care as both a civil 
and human right.  By working with the University’s College of Public Health, we will be able 
to work on interventions to alleviate or reduce health disparities. An annual national or 
international conference, for example, will bring together scholars and activists from around 
the world to participate in the debates on the theory and practice of human rights. 
 
III. Value Added 
 
The primary added value of The Center for Social Justice, Human and Civil Rights will be to 
encompass interdisciplinary research, pedagogy, documentation, and dissemination. It also 
seeks to carry forward the U.S. Civil Rights Movement’s legacy in the continuing struggle for 
social justice. To achieve this goal, the Center’s activities will (1) initiate and support the 
development of knowledge and ensure its preservation and broad access by placing the 
Center’s products and records in the Russell Library at UGA, (2) enhance student and 
community learning, and (3) promote campus, community, state, national and international 
understanding of human rights values and issues.  It will also act as an informational 
clearinghouse for civil and human rights related activities and initiatives in the American 
South. Center activities will fall into three primary areas: 
 

A. Research:  The Center will promote and expand UGA-SSW and the University’s 
expertise in the area of civil and human rights by (1) fostering constructive, 
collaborative engagement between interdisciplinary faculty across colleges and 
schools; (2) creating an Exchange Program that will allow UGA faculty involved in 
human rights the opportunity to visit other campuses or Centers for a semester or a 
year of research and teaching; (3) developing an Affiliate Program that will provide 
support for UGA faculty and students for specific projects, including course reduction, 
travel support, graduate and undergraduate assistantships and administrative support; 
(4) encouraging affiliated faculty to develop interdisciplinary grant proposals and 
other scholarly works dealing with social justice and human rights; (5) making its 
archival research products and records accessible to students, scholars, and the 
community for generations to come via the Russell Library. 

 
B. Pedagogy:  A portable model for civil and human rights education will be 

accomplished by making available small grants for UGA faculty in the disciplines 
across the campus to incorporate units and perspectives into new and existing courses. 
In addition, visiting scholars and the Hollowell Professor at UGA-SSW will expand 
the existing courses in civil and human rights, providing further models that can be 
incorporated into the curriculum as well as disseminated through professional 
disciplinary organizations. 
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Video recordings of the Center’s research and educational programs will be edited and 
archived in the Foot Soldier Project Collection located in the Russell Library and 
made available to students, scholars, and community persons through the University of 
Georgia Libraries. Copies of the materials will also be made available to Georgia’s 
schools and colleges. In an effort to reach students in grades K-12, The Foot Soldier 
Curriculum, inspired by the scholarship and research of the Foot Soldier Project for 
Civil Rights Studies at the University of Georgia, is available on the Project’s website. 
To date FSP curricula are available on Federal Judge Griffen Bell, Federal Judge 
Horace T. Ward, Dr. Hamilton E. Holmes, Donald L. Hollowell, Emmett Till, and 
Using Oral History in the Classroom. The purpose of the Foot Soldier Curriculum 
lessons is to provide teachers a framework for teaching issues and events of the Civil 
Rights Movement. 
 
In 2001, Co-director Derrick Alridge published “Teaching Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
the Civil Rights Movement in High School History Courses” in Freedom's Bittersweet 
Song: Teaching the American Civil Rights Movement. In addition, in 2006 Alridge 
published “The Limits of Master Narratives in History Textbooks: An Analysis of 
Representations of Martin Luther King, Jr.” in Teachers College Record. Both of these 
essays extended work conducted on the Foot Soldier Project. Alridge’s essay in TC 
Record has been cited by the Southern Poverty Law Center. See 
http://www.splcenter.org/get-informed/publications/teaching-the-movement/why-the-
civil-rights-movement-matters. 
 
On August 6, 2012, Mary Frances Early, the first African American to receive a 
degree at the University of Georgia, donated her personal papers to the Foot Soldier 
Project Collection.  As part of the Foot Soldier Project Collection at the Russell 
Library, the Early Papers will amplify the rich documentation of the other groups of 
papers in the collection and will be managed by Russell archivists with benefit of 
regular consultation and advice from the FSP directors. The FSP may also provide 
student interns to assist with arranging and describing the collection for research. The 
FSP will partner with Early, Russell Library staff, and interdisciplinary researchers 
and scholars to develop relevant programming and classroom instruction that 
showcase and use the collection. Projects may include symposia and/or lecture series 
with appropriate exhibits and classroom assignments. Projects will be designed to 
facilitate an increased knowledge and recognition of Early’s legacy, to illuminate her 
contributions to the civil rights movement, and to contextualize her achievements 
within civil rights history.  
 
Finally, building on four public television documentaries produced by the Foot Soldier 
Project that aired on Georgia Public Broadcasting and/or cable stations, the lectures 
and panel discussions will be video recorded, and highlights from the sessions will be 
edited and developed in a TV-quality format for airing on public television and/or 
cable stations. The aim of the public television productions will be to disseminate 
information to a broad audience to enhance understanding and knowledge of human 
and civil rights.   

 
C. Outreach and Advocacy:  A major focus of the Center will be public programs and 

symposia and exhibits that will disseminate the activities of the Center and promote 
human rights issues and understanding. As examples, a Human Rights Lecture, Film, 
and Art Exhibitions Series will bring prominent speakers, films and artists to UGA for 
public programs and workshops.  An annual conference will disseminate research 
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while providing an on-going international forum for debate and discussion on issues 
pertaining to human rights. In addition, the Center will provide publication support for 
faculty and graduate students preparing materials for publication and for the 
publication of conference and workshop proceedings.  
 
The symposia mentioned above are well underway; for example, in 2012 Dr. Clayton 
developed a course titled The Civil Rights Movement and the Practice of Social Work. 
During the course of the year, Dr. Clayton brought eminent civil rights activists and 
scholars to UGA, including Preston King, a prolific and widely respected political 
philosopher and civil rights icon. A native of Albany, GA, King received military 
service deferments to continue his studies until the Albany draft board discovered he 
was African American. He lived abroad in exile for nearly 40 years after he was 
convicted of draft evasion in 1961. King returned to the U.S. in 2000 when he was 
pardoned by President Bill Clinton. 
 
Other civil rights leaders who visited UGA were: Mr. Lonnie C. King, Jr., who was a 
founding member and president of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, 
and Dr. Earl Lewis, the provost and executive vice president for academic affairs and 
the Asa Griggs Candler Professor of History and African American Studies at Emory 
University. Lewis is the author of In Their Own Interests: Race, Class and Power in 
20th Century Norfolk (University of California Press, 1993) and the award-winning To 
Make Our World Anew: A History of African Americans (Oxford University Press, 
2000). Between 1997 and 2000 he co-edited the eleven-volume The Young Oxford 
History of African Americans. 
 
Capping the Civil Rights Seminar was the Hollowell lecture. Renowned Harvard 
sociologist, William Julius Wilson, delivered the inaugural Donald L. Hollowell 
Lecture April 2, 2012. Wilson, the Lewis P. and Linda L. Geyser University Professor 
at Harvard University, spoke on “Affirmative Opportunity in the Barack Obama Era.” 
Wilson, a nationally respected authority on race and poverty, is a past president of the  
American Sociological Association and in 1996 was named by Time magazine as one 
of America's 25 Most Influential People. He is the recipient of 44 honorary degrees, 
including honorary doctorates from Princeton, Columbia, the University of 
Pennsylvania, Northwestern, Johns Hopkins, Dartmouth, and the University of 
Amsterdam in The Netherlands. Wilson has garnered numerous national and 
international accolades over his career. He has been elected to the National Academy 
of Sciences, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the National Academy of 
Education, the American Philosophical Society, the Institute of Medicine, and the 
British Academy. He was a MacArthur Prize Fellow from 1987 to 1992 and is a 
recipient of the 1998 National Medal of Science, the highest scientific honor in the 
United States.  
 
Currently, the Russell Library’s Wilson Media and Oral History Gallery features the 
Foot Soldier Project and its endeavors and offers a rich multimedia opportunity for 
connecting visitors with the human rights and civil rights content collected and 
developed by the project.  
 
The array of activities described above are starting points for what promises to be an 
internationally prominent Center for the study of human and civil rights. The attached 
budget outlines the basic resources that will be needed to meet the organizational goals 
and objectives described. 
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Letters of Support 



The University ofGeorgia

Office of International Education
1324 South Lumpkin St., Athens, GA 30602

(706) 542-2202

January 3, 2013

Dr. Obie Clayton
School of Social Work
Tucker Hall. Rm. 2005
University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia 30609

Dear Dr. Clayton:

I am writing to convey my enthusiastic support for your proposal to develop a new Center for Social
Justice, Human and Civil Rights at University of Georgia.

The proposed Center tackles issues that are of key interest to the Office of International Education. It is
critical that discussions of social justice, human rights and human rights violations do not treat “the
domestic” and “the international” in silos but recognize their fundamental interrelationships, which is
exactly what this proposal does. I am also most excited by the ways in which this proposal will de’elop
further synergy and interdisciplinary collaboration on campus and its potential to include international
partners. The Office of International Education would be happy to help in identifying appropriate
overseas universities and researchers to engage in the Center’s research projects and, where possible.
identify international sources for funding.

Thank you for including our office in the planning for this Center. OlE stands ready to participate in and
provide our full support to the Center’s mission.

Sincerely,

// /
(U1 t I

Kavita Pandit
Associate Provost for International Education
Professor of Geography

CC Dean Maurice Daniels. College of Social Work
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Richard B. Russell Library for Political Research and Studies

December 12, 2012

Dr. Ohie Clayton
School of Social Work
Tucker hail. Rm. 2005
University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia 30602

Dear Dr. Clayton.

I am writing to convey my full support for your proposal to develop a “Center for Social Justice.
Human and Civil Rights.” The proposal is in keeping with longstanding priorities of the Richard
B. Russell Library for Political Research and Studies and will add value by creating new
potential for synergy and interdisciplinary collaboration between existing units on campus.

As you know, the Russell Library views interdisciplinary research and collaboration as important
to the future of the University. Our participation in the Foot Soldier Project for Civil Rights
Studies has affirmed that documentation generated by this activity provides an invaluable
research and educational resource for the UGA academic community as well as scholars and
students from around the world. Your current proposal to focus on the multifaceted research
topic of Social Justice not only supports this viewpoint but also is particularly timely and
important. Topics such as human rights and human rights violations that are associated with
personal and social ills and ways to mitigate their damaging impact are of increasing interest in
the scholarly community. I am confident that many researchers will be interested in pursuing
opportunities for collaborative study within the Center and the Russell Library. I am also
confident the Center will help stimulate extramural funding. Your proposal opens the door for
these and so many more future possibilities and certainly does not conflict with our existing
programs. Naturally, I am very supportive of the Russell Library participating in the Center.

ln collaboration. we can advance scholarship in this area by establishing the preeminent source
for the study of social justice. human and civil rights in Georgia and the Southeast. Thank you
for including us in your planning. and I look forward to xorking with ou on ways to include
Russell Library in the Center and its activities.

Sincer R,

Shcrvl WVogt
Director
70642 0619
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17 December 2012

School of Social Work
Tucker Hall, Rm, 2005
University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia 30602

Dear Dr. Clayton,

I am writing to convey my enthusiasm and full support for the development of the Center for
Social Justice, Human and Civil Rights.

The Institute for African American Studies is grounded in the same legacy that inspires this
proposal. As an interdisciplinary center of study, IAAS faculty, affiliates, and graduate students
will no doubt find the Center of crucial value to our continuing research and educational mission.
We look forward to collaboration and the resulting intellectual synthesis that will no doubt be the
result. With its holdings in Civil Rights history, the University of Georgia is the perfect setting
for the establishment of the Center.

I am greatly excited by the possibility of working with you to see how the Center and the faculty
of IAAS can contribute to the continued intellectual and cultural enrichment of the University.

Sincerely.

Valerie Babb
Professor of English and of African American Studies
Director, Institute for African American Studies
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December 18, 2012

Dr. Obie Clayton
School of Social Work
Tucker Hall, Rm. 2005

University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia 30602

Dear Dr. Clayton,

I am writing to convey my full support for your proposal to develop a “Center for Social Justice,

Human and Civil Rights.” The proposed Center will add value by creating new potential for

synergy and interdisciplinary collaboration between existing units on campus, in the important

area of civil and human rights. I am confident that some researchers within the Franklin College

of Arts and Sciences will find this Center attractive and will be interested in pursuing

opportunities for collaborative research within the Center. In view of that, I am very supportive

of faculty in the Franklin College of Arts and Sciences participating in the Center. I am also

confident the Center will help stimulate extramural funding.

I look forward to working with you on ways to include our college and its faculty in the Center

and its activities. I do not see any conflicts with existing programs or departments in the

Franklin College of Arts and Sciences.

Thank you for including us in your planning.

Sincerely,

Alan T. Dorsey
Dean
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December 13. 2012

Dr. Obie Clayton
School of Social Work
Tucker Flail, Rm. 2005
Univ ersity of Georgia
Athens, Georgia 30602

Dear Dr. Clayton.

I am writing to convey my support for your proposal to develop a Center for Social

Justice. Human and Civil Rights.” The proposal is in keeping with longstanding College of

Public Health priorities and will add value by creating new potential for synergy and

interdisciplinary collaboration between existing units on campus. As you know, the College of

Public Health has an interest in studying topics such as human rights and human rights violations

that are associated with personal and social ills and ‘ays to mitigate their damaging impact. The

College of Public Health also views interdisciplinary research and collaboration as important to

the future of the Unix ersity. Your current proposal to focus on the multifaceted research topic of

Social Justice fits with this focus and is particularly timely and important. I am confident that

many researchers within the College of Public Health will find this Center attractive and will be

interested in pursuing opportunities for collaborative research within the Center. In view of that.

I am very supportive of faculty in the College of Public Health participating in the Center. I am

also confident the Center will help stimulate extramural funding.

I look forvard to working with you on ways to include our college and its faculty in the

Center and its activities. I do not see any conflicts with existing programs or departments in the

College of Public Health.

Thank you for including us in your planning.

Sincerely.

/21L
Phillip L. Williams, Ph.D.
Dean

PL W/dsb



The Lnverstv or Georgia

December 12. 2012

Dr. Obie Clayton
School of Social Work
Tucker Hall. Rm. 2005
LTniversity of Georgia
Athens, Georgia 30602

Dear Dr. Clayton:

I am writing to convey my full support for your proposal to develop a Center for Social Justice.

Human and Civil Rights.” The proposal is in keeping with longstanding College of Education

priorities and will add value by creating new potential for synergy and interdisciplinary

collaboration between existing units on campus. As you know, the College of Education has an

interest in studying topics such as human rights and human rights violations that are associated

with personal and social ills and ways to mitigate their damaging impact. The College of

Education also views interdisciplinary research and collaboration as important to the future of

the University. Your current proposal to focus on the multifaceted research topic of Social

Justice fits with this focus and is particularly timely and important. I am confident that some

researchers within the College of Education will find this Center attractive and will be interested

in pursuing opportunities for collaborative research within the Center. In view of that, I am very

supportive of faculty in the College of Education participating in the Center. I am also confident

the Center will help stimulate extramural funding.

I look forward to working with you to include our school and its faculty in the Center and its

activities. I do not see any conflicts with existing programs or departments in the College of

Education.

Thank you for including us in your planning.

Sincerely.

Craig H. Kennedy. PhD
Dean and Professor


