Proposal for an External Degree
The University of Georgia

Institution: University of Georgia Date: 23 March 2006

College/School/Division: College of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences

Department: Agricultural and Applied Economics

Degree (please indicate whether this is a stand-alone degree): BSA

Major: Agribusiness
CIP Code: 01010201

Proposed Start Date: Fall 2006

The proposal for an External Degree must include a brief narrative that addresses the following
points and completion of the attached Addendum for Distance Education Delivery of New
Programs.

1. Assessment

A needs assessment demonstrating a sufficient pool of qualified applicants was completed in
2004. Gordon College, located 20 miles south of the University of Georgia Griffin Campus, has
been a two year college of the University System of Georgia since 1972. Gordon College has an
enrollment of 3,500+ students and offers an Associate Degrees of Arts in 12 majors and an
Associates of Science in 27 majors. Majors offered at Gordon College that are relevant to this
proposal and that are eligible for the University System of Georgia transfer program include:
Business Administration, Information Systems and Social Science. Over 80 percent of Gordon’s
students come from the Atlanta Metropolitan Area. As a residential college, Gordon drew
students from 86 different Georgia counties. A survey showed that a substantial majority of
students (97%) intend to pursue a four year degree. About 75% of the students also indicated an
interest in pursuing a four year degree on the Gordon Campus if a program in their intended
major were available.

2. Admission Requirements

All requirements for admission to an External Academic Degree Program will be the same as
those for the same degree at an authorized unit. Students applying to the Agribusiness Major at
Griffin will be required to meet the transfer admissions requirements established by the
University of Georgia for admission to the Agribusiness Major in Athens. Transfer students will
be expected to transfer into the program after having completed 60 semester hours and their core
requirements. A minimum transferrable GPA of 2.5 on 60 semester hours will be required for
admission.

Page 2 of 5



3. Program Content

Courses taught by the Applied Economics Department for Agribusiness faculty to students on
the Griffin campus would be selected from the following list of course offerings.

Required

AAEC 3040 Agribusiness Marketing - 3 hours

AAEC 3100 Food & Fiber Marketing - 3 hours

AAEC 3690 Agribusiness Finance - 4 hours

AAEC 3400 Introduction to Agricultural Policy - 3 hours
AAEC 4980 Agribusiness Management - 3 hours

AAEC 3580-3580L Intermediate Economic Principles - 4 hours

Major Electives (choose 21 hours)

AAEC 3200 Selling in Agribusiness - 3 hours

AAEC 3910 Internships - 3 hours

AAEC 4040-4040L Quantitative Approaches to Agricultural Management - 4 hours
AAEC 4050 Agribusiness Law - 3 hours

AAEC 4720 Food Security, Economic Development and the Environment

AAEC 4760 Economics of Agricultural Processing and Marketing

AAEC 4870 Futures and Options Markets - 3 hours

AAEC 4910 International Agribusiness Marketing & Management - 3 hours

AAEC 4990 Special Topics in Agricultural and Applied Economics - up to 3 hours

The study abroad course (AAEC 4910) will continue to be taught by Athens faculty but offered
at such locations as Mexico during May session and Armenia during the summer semester.
Students from the Griffin campus can participate in this course.

Only half of these courses would be offered in the initial year of the program, 2006-07. In
subsequent years, all of these courses would be offered.

4. Student Advising

Each student must have reasonable access to an advisor or advisory committee. To determine
the interest in teaching undergraduate courses on the Griffin Campus, a survey was conducted of
the entire faculty. Of the 27 respondents, 78% indicated that they would be willing to teach or
team-teach a course. Thirty-eight percent preferred to teach the entire class and 62% indicated
they would prefer to co-teach. Fifty-eight percent indicated that they would be willing to advise
or mentor an undergraduate student

5. Resident Requirements
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Residence requirements will be identical to those established for the authorized degree
program with residence at the approved location serving to meet that requirement.

6. Program Management

The Agribusiness Major at Griffin will be managed by the Department of Agricultural and
Applied Economics (AAE). Dr. Fred White, department head, will be responsible for teaching
assignments and for maintaining program quality. Contact persons include the Assistant Dean
on the Griffin Campus and AAE Faculty located on the Griffin Campus.

The Agribusiness Major at Griffin is scheduled to be offered Fall 2006, pending faculty and
Board of Regents approval. An application process for students applying to the program is
currently being developed with the expectation that the Griffin Campus will not be subject to the
enrollment caps of the UGA Athens Campus. Course offerings will be scheduled over a two-
year basis to accommodate the student cohorts as they move through the program. Courses are
expected to be taught on the Griffin Campus and be supplemented through distance education, as
needed. The Major will be subject to University Program Review and Assessment process. The
Agribusiness Major is not thought to duplicate other programs in the immediate area.

7. Library and Laboratory Resources

The CAES Griffin Campus Library, a branch of The University of Georgia Libraries, houses a
representative collection of books and journals to support graduate-level research in the areas of
agricultural and applied economics, biological and agricultural engineering, crop and soil
science, entomology, food science and technology, horticulture, and plant genetic resources
conservation. The library is located on the first floor of the Stuckey Building. The library
contains over 300 subscriptions to periodicals, over 10,000 catalogued books, on-line access to
all Elsevier, Kluwer, Blackwell and Wiley Journals, the GIL on-line catalog, the GALILEO on-
line databases, and document delivery service. Publications from the UGA Cooperative
Extension Service and Experiment Stations are also available and are free to the public. Two
staff members provide assistance and five computers, four printers, a copier and fax machine are
available for students.

The Gordon College Library provides material to supplement students’ work in the

classroom and the laboratory. The library also provides material for recreational reading and for
the pursuit of special interests. The library is an open-shelf library with the books arranged
according to the Library of Congress classification system. Students are encouraged to browse,
to read while in the library, and to check out books. The library provides access to the collection
through an on-line catalog, Voyager System, which is used by all of the University System
schools.

Currently, the regular collection includes approximately 80,000 books. In addition to this
collection, students have access to a variety of valuable reference tools. The library subscribes
to more than 125 periodicals, with the back issues of many of these bound or on microfilm.
Current coverage of local, state, regional, national, and international events is provided by a
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number of newspapers in the library and by NEWSBANK, and electronic database. Galileo
(Georgia Library Learning Online), another electronic resource, provides access to full-text
journal and magazine database, the Internet, and many online catalogs.

As a member of the regional group of cooperating libraries, the Gordon College library

makes its facilities and collection available to other academic institutions. In return,

Gordon College students have access to the resources of many other colleges, special,

and public libraries. As the learning resources center for Gordon College, the library combines
traditional library services with modern educational technology. In addition to books and
periodicals, the library houses a growing collection or audiovisual materials, films, video-tapes,
record, slides, and maps that are available for student use in the Library. Record players,
cassette players and recorders, microfilm and microfiche reader-printers, film projectors,
computers, and CD-ROM reference materials are also available in the library.

Gordon students may use self-service, coin-operated photocopiers and microfilm copiers located
in the library. Computer-generated articles from GALILEO and the Internet and word processed
papers may be printed on a laser printer for a nominal charge.

8. Budget

Courses for the Agribusiness Major at Griffin will be taught by AAE faculty on the Griffin
Campus and supplemented by distance education as needed. Upper-division general and
restricted electives will be taken from courses currently being taught on the Griffin Campus.
The University of Georgia’s plan for adding majors to the Griffin Campus includes the addition
of 1.0 EFT Instruction in FY07 and 1.0 EFT Instruction in 1.0 in FY08 to support the
Agribusiness Major. The proposed budget for each position is $70,000 in salary and $15,000 in
start-up and operating expenses. These EFTs will allocated to new and existing faculty as
needed. Thus, a total of $170,000 of funds and continuous funding have been requested to fully
support the Agribusiness Major at Griffin. Courses offered as part of the Agribusiness Major
may be used by other majors on the Griffin Campus, including the proposed Consumer
Economics Major. Likewise, courses offered by Consumer Economics faculty may serve as
electives to students in the Agribusiness Major.

Students enrolling in the Agribusiness Major at Griffin will be eligible for AAE and CAES
scholarships and internship opportunities.

9. Program Costs Assessed to Students

No additional program costs are anticipated for the Agribusiness Majors on the Griffin Campus,
above those paid by the same majors on the Athens Campus.

10. Accreditation

Agribusiness programs at the University of Georgia are not subject to external accreditation.
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