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8. Program abstract: 
The Graduate School of the University of Georgia proposes a Dual Degree Program 
between the School of Social Work and the School of Law. This proposal, to combine the 
M.S.W. degree and the J.D. degree, is designed to promote the integration of legal as 
well as social work knowledge and skills at h l ly  professional levels. Similar to other 
dual degree programs approved by the Graduate School, this program would account for 
the professional requirements of a master's level social worker and the professional 
requirements of a law school graduate. Graduates of this program will be able to account 
for the legal interventions required by individuals or organizations as clients, while at the 
same time accounting for the social work services needed by the same individuals or 
organizations. 

9. Objectives of the Program 
The primary objective of this dual degree program is to supplement the professional 
education of social work students with an additional specialization and training in law. 
Social Work and Law are, by design, professions which have principles which are 
founded on providing services to enhance the well-being of the general public. Moreover, 
there are often many instances in which members of the public need and require both 
legal and social work advice and expertise. As individuals, social workers and lawyers 
can be very effective when interacting with a representative of the other profession. 
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social justice and equality for all. While the academic requirements will be upheld for
each program, students will achieve the M.S.W. and J.D. degrees in 8 semesters. 

10. Justification and need for the Program:
a. Benefits:  The profession of social work includes service to a variety of client subjects: 
individuals, groups, nonprofit organizations, social agencies, businesses, communities,
and legislatures.  The profession of legal service, working as a lawyer, addresses the
same array of client subjects.  For example, they might focus on the legal and social work
needs of an indigent defense client, the needs of a nonprofit working on community
economic development, a social agency formulating it’s services under federal
regulations and shaping a work force to meet those obligations, addressing issues of
employee-business management relations, or forging changes in legislation which affects
social work clients.  There are many instances, however, when members of the two
professions are not readily available, and there is a great advantage of one person having
the combined knowledge and practice expertise of both a social worker and a lawyer. The
perspective of both professions in one person makes it feasible to render services more
effectively and efficiently. Contradictions can be avoided, of course, in this context.

b. Student Demand: Although the MSW/JD degree program is not yet established, it is
noteworthy that, upon graduation, a number of social work students from previous
classes have entered the School of Law. Thus, a major advantage of the Dual Degree
Program is responding to the desires of student applicants. The quality of students
applying to the Dual Degree Program will be unique, in expressing the desire to render
both social work and legal services combined. The advantage to the School of Social
Work is that it appeals to students who have legal interests and can interject legal
knowledge and practices into their social work.  The advantage to the School of Law is
that it appeals to students who can interject social work knowledge, skills, and values
into their legal work. Knowing that this is a personal desire, students will look for
institutions which have such dual degree programs.  As evidenced by the number of
inquires from prospective students, an MSW/JD dual degree program would be uniquely
exceptional, not only in Georgia, but throughout the Southeastern Region.

c. Additional justification:  The dual MSW/JD degree is not uncommon. A cursory
review of the academic institutions across the country identified fifteen major universities
and colleges which currently offer a dual MSW/JD degree from accredited programs.

 
Current MSW/JD Combined Degree Programs

University of North Carolina California Western University
Boston College San Diego State University
University of Maryland University of Connecticut
New York University, Buffalo   University of Colorado
Washington University Walden University
Florida State University Washburn University
University of Michigan Springfield College
New York University, Albany
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The Program of Study described in the current proposal was developed following a
review of a sample of the above listed combined programs (Appendix I). From this, it
was determined that attention should be given to students residing in the southeastern
region who are interested in both social work and law. This conclusion was reached by
consulting with a number of social workers and lawyers in the context of a variety of
issues: corrections, indigent defense, family custody law, community economic
development, health, immigration, domestic violence, and welfare. Two of the
participants of the committee that was formed to formulate this program proposal were
individuals with both the Masters of Social Work Degree and the Juris Doctorate Degree. 
They confirmed these findings.  

 
11. Program Development:  

In 2000, an ad hoc committee was established, including members of both Schools and
both practice professions.  Dr. June Hopps, the School of Social Work’s Research
Professor, had formulated such a program at Boston University when she was Dean of
that School of Social Work, also participated on committee. The Dual Degree Committee
included the Director of  M.S.W. Admissions, as well as the Director of Admissions in
the School of Law. The Director of Externship Programs in the School of Law provided
considerable consultation and input into the development of the program. A variety of
existing MSW/JD Dual Degree Programs were studied and it was concluded that
graduates of such a program would not only be highly marketable, but fulfill a greater
service to the citizens of Georgia. The purpose, rationale, admission policies, and
curriculum content were drafted.  In March, 2001, the School of Social Work faculty was
presented with the proposal and approved it in April.  The proposal was presented to the
School of Law faculty in the fall of 2002, and it was approved.

12. Curriculum:
The proposed Dual Degree Program will not require a change in the curriculum or credit
hours currently required for the M.S.W. and  J.D. degree. 

   
a. Course of study for the dual MSW/JD degree program: See Attachment I
b. Current program of Study for the M.S.W.: See Attachment II
c. Current program of study for the J.D. degree: See Attachment III 

13. Program Administration:
The Dean of the School of Social Work is responsible for all programs.  The authoritative
decision maker in the School of Social Work will be the Associate Dean in conjunction
with the Director of the M.S.W. Program in the School.  Admission to the M.S.W.
Program will be managed by the M.S.W. Admissions Committee, which is coordinated
by the Director of M.S.W. Admissions.  Advisement in the School of Social Work is
handled through the M.S.W. Program office. Practicum arrangements are the
responsibility of the Director of Field Instruction. 

The Dean of the School of Law is responsible for all programs.  The authoritative
decision maker is the Associate Dean.  Advisement in the Law School is handled through
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the Director of Externships.  The Director of Admissions will coordinate all admission
decisions with the Admissions Committee in the School of Law.

To be eligible for this Dual Degree Program, students must apply separately and be
admitted into the School of Social Work at the Master’s level and by the Law School for
the full Jurisprudence Doctorate.  As such, applicants must meet all of the requirements
for admission to each program. Individually, the M.S.W. is currently awarded after
completing a two-year program of study, while the J.D. is earned after three years of
required coursework.  The proposed dual MSW/JD degree would be awarded following
the completion of a four year integrated Program of Study.  

Upon admission, the student must complete the initial requirements, or foundation year 
curriculum, of each of the two programs.  In the third year, the student will enroll in an
“integrated” curriculum consisting of courses in both social work and law.  This
integrated program of study in the third year will include a student completing the
requirements of the M.S.W. program, in addition to participating in a professional
internship with both social work and legal field instruction. In the fourth year, the student
will complete the final year of the J.D. program. After successful completion of the
program requirements, the student will then be prepared to initiate the licensing
procedures with respect to each of the two professions.

Both programs have approved the sharing of credits with the other program. Of the 120
credit hours, 30 credit hours are shared between the Law School and the School of Social
Work.  The Law School achieves 14 credits in the School of Social Work and the School
of Social Work achieves 16 credits in the Law School.  Of the remaining 90 hours, 30 are
exclusively in the social work curriculum and 60 are in the law program.  Thus a total of
76 credits are taken exclusively in law and 44 exclusively in social work.

For example, during the integrated third year of the program, MSW/JD students will take
their requirement for Advanced Policy Analysis in Social Work in the Law School. 
Suggested courses related to Advanced Policy currently offered in the Law School
include Law and Society, Family Law, Law and Environment,  Law and Disability, and
Employment Law.

Independently, the School of Social Work and the Law School currently require students
to complete a practicum internship for the respective degree programs. The proposed
Dual Degree Program will provide students with a required integrated  practicum
internships during the third year. The integrated internships provides the student with the
opportunity to practice both social work and law in a practicum setting. The internship
placements provide a broad range of social work and legal experiences and include
legislation, advocacy, legal and forensic social work settings.  As well, field supervision
of the placements will be developed in an integrated fashion between the Law School and
the School of Social Work. For example, the School of Social Work may provide a field
supervision if the legal agency does not have an MSW on staff.  Students will earn ten
hours of course credit for the practicum internship which will be shared and used to
satisfy the dual degree program requirements. Suggested practicum sites include Legal
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Aid and Defender Clinics, Georgia Indigent Defense Council, Georgia Justice Project,
Southern Center for Human Rights, and Juvenile Courts in Georgia. 

All administrative issues, admission, curriculum advisement, and integration of
practicum, are administered through a partnership arrangement.  As previously
mentioned, program admission is handled separately by each school.  Advisement on
academic courses is handled separately, focusing on the issues of that portion of the
curriculum for which each school is responsible.  The internship/practicum is handled
through a collaborative discussion and agreement between the Directors of Externship
and Field in the two schools.  Field instruction by a lawyer and an approved social
worker will guide the work of the student in the internship.

14. Assessment:
Members of the MSW/JD advisory committee will formulate goals and establish criteria
for assessing the quality and progress of the program areas. Baseline indices for program
growth will be the number and quality of student applicants. Suggested criteria to
determine the formative and summative effectiveness of the program as well as the
success of students earning the dual degree could include, but are not limited to:

a.  A longitudinal review of graduates assessing employment status and role in the social
work and or legal profession conducted annually.
b.  Program graduates participating in formal exit interviews which include the use of
standardized measures to assess a student’s perception of the program.
c.  Assessing the professional licensure pass rate of the program graduates.
d. A periodic survey of professionals in the field of social work and law assessing both
the program quality and the competency of program graduates.        

15. Fiscal and enrollment impact and estimated budget
No additional fiscal impact as a result of this Dual Degree Program is anticipated.
Additional faculty or staff resources will not be necessary for the administration of the
Program. All academic courses identified in the Program of Study for the proposed Dual
Degree Program are currently being offered. The University of Georgia will need no
extra resources to carry out this Dual Degree Program.
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Attachment III

JD DEGREE PROGRAM OF STUDY

First Year: Law Foundation
     
      Fall Semester                   Credits     Spring Semester             Credits
Civil Procedure I 2 Civil Procedure II 3
Contracts and Sales I 3 Contracts and Sales II 3
Legal Research I 2 Legal Research II 2
Property I 3 Property II 3
Torts I 3 Torts II 3
Criminal Law 3

16 14

Second Year: Law

      Fall Semester                   Credits     Spring Semester             Credits
Legal Profession 3 Constitutional Law II 3
Constitutional Law I 2 Trusts and Estates II 3
Corporations 3 Federal Income Tax 4
Evidence 4 Electives 6
Trusts and Estates I 3
TOTAL 15 16

Third Year: Law 

Fall Semester                        Credits     Spring Semester                   Credits
Law 3 Law 3
Law 3 Law 3
Law 3 Law  3
Law 3 Law 3
Law 3 Law 3
TOTAL 15 15
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Attachment II
M.S.W. DEGREE PROGRAM OF STUDY

First Year: Social Work Foundation Year

     Fall Semester                   Credits     Spring Semester                   Credits

Social Work Policy and the Social 3 Foundation Practicum and
   Work Profession     Seminar 3
Human Behavior in the Social Foundation Research 
   Environment:  Theoretical Perspectives 3 Methods 3
Direct Practice Methods 3 Cultural Diversity 3
   Theory and Practice with Theory and Practice with 
Organizations and Communities 3 Families and Groups 3
Elective 3 Elective 3

TOTAL 15 TOTAL 15

Second Year: Concentration Year
Community Empowerment & Program Development

      Fall Semester                   Credits    Spring Semester                   Credits
Evaluation of Community & 3 Advanced Policy Analysis 3
   Institution Practices
Community Assessment & 3 Program Design OR 3
   Empowerment Practices Elective
Elective 3 Elective 3
Concentration Practicum- 5 Concentration Practicum- 5
      24hrs. Weekly     24hrs. Weekly
Exit Project 1 Exit Project 1

15 15
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Attachment I
M.S.W. / JD COMBINED DEGREE PROGRAM OF STUDY

First Year: Social Work Foundation

(first two years could be reversed)
      Fall Semester                   Credits     Spring Semester                      Credits
Social Work Policy and the Social 3 Foundation Practicum and
Work Profession     Seminar 3
Human Behavior in the Social Foundation Research 
Environment:  Theoretical Perspectives 3 Methods 3
Direct Practice Methods 3 Cultural Diversity 3
Theory and Practice with Theory and Practice with 
Organizations and Communities 3 Families and Groups 3
Elective 3 Elective 3

TOTAL 15 TOTAL 15

Second Year: Law Foundation

      Fall Semester                   Credits     Spring Semester                     Credits
Civil Procedure I 2 Civil Procedure II 3
Contracts and Sales I 3 Contracts and Sales II 3
Legal Research I 2 Legal Research II 2
Property I 3 Property II 3
Torts I 3 Torts II 3
Criminal Law 3

16 14

Third Year: Social Work and Law

      Fall Semester                   Credits     Spring Semester                               Credits
Assessment and Intervention: Externship, Clinic or Practicum 5
Concentration Course (Social Work) 3 Exit Project (Social Work) 1
Evaluation of Intervention: Advanced Social Policy in Law* 3
Concentration Course (Social Work) 3 Advanced Policy in Law* 3
Externship Clinic(Law) 5 Elective in Social Work 3
Exit Project (Social Work) 1
Family Dynamics/Program Dev. 3
TOTAL 15 TOTAL 15

Fourth Year: Law

      Fall Semester                   Credits     Spring Semester                     Credits
Legal Profession 3 Constitutional Law II 3
Constitutional Law I 2 Trusts and Estates II 3
Corporations 3 Federal Income Tax 4
Evidence 4 Electives 6
Trusts and Estates I 3
TOTAL 15 16
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APPENDIX - I

Current MSW/JD Combined Programs
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